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I.—Foreien Potties. 
Te Rosnama-t.Mukaddas Hablui Mateen [Calcutta] of the 17th October 
, a has come to know from one of its special corres- 
sieaaapecanertrse cong pondents that the Persian Government has issued a 
manifesto requiring all officers of the places intended to be visited by the 
Commercial Mission of England to watch its movements and to inform it at 
once if the Mission does anything which is not in its province to do, As the 
Mission is not an official one, Persia could have disallowed its landing on her 
shore, and such action on her part would not have boen considered against the 
rovisions of the international law. No one therefore knows why Porsia has 
allowed this Mission to enter her territory at all. From the arrangement made 
by the Persian Government to deal with the Mission it appears that no 
political advantage is likely to be gained by it. er se ae | 
2. The same paper of the 24th October warns the Persian Government to 
havea sharp eye upon the movements of the Persian 
Mission, which consists of the most intelligent 
statesmen of the time, so that the ignorant people of Persia may not be 
duped by it. | 


The Persian Mission. 


Il-—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Pohce. 

8. The Gaurab [Dacca] of the 22nd September says that the chaukidari 
system, as it now exists, does no good to the egg 
‘he chaukidar himself is, in many cases, the 
oppressor of poor villagers and the abettor of thieves and budmashes. Ho 
generally submits incorrect reports, and this is detected whenever there occurs 
a famine in the country or the time comes for taking a census. The police supports 
the chaukidar because it exacts much from him in both cash a kind. The 
chaukidari force should be remodelled in the following manner :—A panchayet 
and an officer under him should be elected according to the provisions of the 
Bengal Local-Self Government Act for every group ‘of villages over which a 
panchayet now presides. ‘There should be one chaukidar under the panchayet’s 
assistaut. The post of dafadar should be abolished. The panchayet’s assistant 
should receive a pay varying from Rs. 10 to Rs. 15, and the chaukidar 
Rs. 7 or Rs. 8 per month. ‘The assistant should be vested with the responsi- 
bilities of the existing chaukidari system and also with the duties of an offider of 
a Union Committee formed under the Local-Self Government Act. Under the 
existing system the panchayet, the dafadar and the chaukidar do not work for 
a ‘single day in a week, The a4 00s system would compel the panchayet, 


his assistant and the chaukidar to -devote-a fair share of their tine to the work 
for which they would be. paid. 


The chautidari system. 
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(d)—~ Education. 


4. Referring to the new ie whereby the Middle Beacihrahip monies 

i 1s for the Miaate Wi! Nenceforth be restricted to.a small number'o 
Scholarship Exeninitine =27* students ‘selected with spevial reference to their 
ae ‘ chances of obtaining a ‘scholarship, and, tindér this 
restriction, will be thrown open to the competition of students from Entratie 
schools in addition to those of Middle schools, a correspondent of the Daily 
Aistavadt (Calcutta) of the 25th October points out thatthe latter part of the rule 
will threaten the very existen¢e of the Middle schools. When a student will 
be equally eligible for scholarship from’an Entratice schoo! he will bkve uo 
inducement to study in a Middle school. The correspondent ‘also protésts 
against the arbitrariness and hardship of the tule whereby not wore than‘orie 
student fromeach school will ‘be allowed to appear et the final éxamination, 
An accident at the las: momeiit might prevent the one lad #80 selected ftém'a 
particular’ school.from appearirig. <A ‘better way would be for the teachers in 
each schdol to hold a preliminary tést, ‘and 'to'send ‘up for the final éxamination 
all students who pass this tést in the ‘first division. ‘This will not’ add materially 
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to the number of students appearing at the final examination, while it will save 
the Deputy Inspectors the difficult task of going about from school to school 
examining all the meritorious candidates. 


(9)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


5. The Datly Hitavadi! Calcutta] of the 23rd October publishes a letter 
calling attention to the want of suitable waiting 
accommodation at the steamer ghat at Falta, 
district 24-Parganas. Complaint is also made against the local bouking-clerk 
who, it is alleged, delays to issue tickets even when a steamer is already in at 
the jetty. On the 19th October last, so many as twenty intending passengers 
were left behind because they could not get their tickets, and about a dozen 
more who had got their tickets but had no time to board the steamer. Even 
the respectable class of passengers are not treated with sufficient politeness by 
this booking-clerk. 


A steamer complaint. 


(A) — General. 


6. The Gaurab [Dacca | of the 22nd September writes as follows :— 
When there is a famine in India, Government 
A suggestion inregard tofamine uyrchases large quantities of rice to relieve the 
relief. : : 
| distressed. This serves to enhance rather than 
diminish their suffering by raising the market price of rice. Government 
possesses large tracts of thas lands and these are leased out to cultivators. 
Instead of doing so, Government should grow rice on these lands under the 
supervision of its own officers and keep the produce in stock, year after year, 
as a sure provision against famine. This method will give better opportunities 
to improve the cultivation of the country than the opening of experimental 
farms and industrial institutes, while by making provision against famine and 
supplying the country with a sufficient number of experimental farms willfin 
the long run prove less expensive than the relief of famine-stricken people 
with sian rice and the maintenance by the State of experimental farms 
and industrial institutions, | 


III,— LEGISLATION. 


7. In continuation of what has appeared before, the Gaurab [ Dacca] of 
the 22nd Se tember publishes the following review 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act:— | 
Section 68.—The Court may, if it desires, grant to the landlord as com- 
pensation a sum amounting to one-fourth of the rent due to him if he has to 
sue his tenant for it. It appears from the Dacca Comunissioner’s Report for 
the year 1893-94 that a tenant pays on an average a rent of Re. 1-1 
per anoum. In three years this becomes Rs, 3-3, and a quarter of this 
sum is annas !12 pies 9, which the landlord may get as compensation if he has 
to sue the tenant for his rent. This compensation is evidently insufficient, and 
landlords are often ruined by the costs of rent-suits. Section 68 should 
therefore be amended as follows :— 
-“Tf the Court is satisfied that a tenant has, without adequate reasons, withheld his rent 


for more than one year, his landlord should receive a compensation of Rs. 25 (besides his 
dues as a plaintiff). Besides -this, the landlord should receive interest according to 


. The Bengal Tenancy Act. 


section 67.” 


Where a tenant can send his rent to his landlord by postal money-order, 
he should be liable to punishment if he does not do so. 
Sections 69, 70 and 71.—It is customary in this country that the bargadar 
(the person who cultivates a plot of ground for a portion of its produce) acquires 
no occupancy right in the land, and that his employer can, at any moment 
after a crop has been grown, harvested and appraised by him, dispense with 
his services. It should therefore be enacted as follows :— 
“That a person shall not acquire any occupancy rightin a holdi bi 
having cultivated it as a pect and that hie wo, ct such nr : pei A by 


the proprietor of the land at any moment between the appraisement of one crop and the 
cultivation of the next.” ; 


(. 1001 


Section 72.—If in spite of having learnt from a trustworthy source that 
there has been a change of landlord, the tenant pays rent to the old landlord, 
he should be liable to pay rent to the new landlord also. 

Section 73.—If having transferred his tenure to a person, the tenant does 
not give notice of the transfer to his landlord, or if he secretl allows a 
person, other than his landlord, to take possession of his tenure, then it 1 almost 
impossible for the landlord.either to realise the rent due to him or to find out 
and resume possession of his land. Government also may lose its revenue and 

in this way. 
arr 74.-Where abwab is a condition of the tenure, it should be taken 
as a part of the actual rent. It should therefore be enacted as follows: — 

“ That if a tenant used to pay abwabs and that if the rate of his rent is less than the 
rate of similar tenants in the locality who do not pay abwabs, or if he holds his tenure rent- 
free, then if the tenant does not consent to pay the rent fixed by his landlord it should, on 
application by the landlord, be fixed by the Court by a public auction.” 


VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


8. The Daily Mitavadi Sega | of the 23rd October appeals to the more 

sober-minded among the Hindu and Musalman 
communities to.exercise their influence over their 
respective co-religionists in order to allay the growing ill-feeling between the 
two races on the cow-killing question. It is pointed out that though to a 
Hindu the killing of a cow is a heinous crime which it is his bounden duty to 
prevent, yet force is certainly not one of the permissible means to be 
employed for this purpose. The use of force on these occasions means 
the shedding of human blood, and certainly no right-minded Hindu will 
justify the shedding of human blood to prevent the shedding of a cow’s 
blood. ‘The object should be gained by persuasion and argument or perhaps 
by the use of money. Hindu Puranas furnish the proper guide to conduct 
on occasions like these. We read, for instance, of « hee who offered the flesh 
of his own body to a vulture from whose devouring claws he had saved a 
pigeon. Again, there is the story of King Dilip who, when he prayed to 
Parvati Bahan for the life of the cow Nandini, offered his own life in leu 
of the animal’s. Apart from these mythological illustrations, every Hindu 
is deeply impressed that the true interest of religion can never a served. 
by a policy of disunion and force, as distinguished from one of generosity 
and toleration. 

Hindus and Musalmans now live in the ssme country and under the same 
Government. Their interests are indivisible, and mutual inter-dependence 
must be an essential condition of their progres. They require to be constantly 
reminded that it can never be to their interest to quarrel with each 
other. Thus alone can the growth of ill-feeling on this question of cow- 
slaughter be prevented. Unfortunately, there are officials who make it a 
point by displaying undue partiality for one party to widen the breach. 
Government should discourage such subordinates. And the leaders of the two 
communities should not look to Government for aid in this quarrel. They 
should select men from amongst themselves to settle the question amicably. 
It is only by thus learning self-reliance that the ultimate advancement of 
India can be made possible. All cause of offence to Hindus would be at 
once removed if at the time of sacrificing the cow, the Musalmans choose 
& comparatively retired spot, where no Hindus are likely to be present. 


The cow-killing question. 
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